
Meet with Landowner to discuss conservation purposes
Are water rights necessary for the Landowner’s/conservation 

organization’s conservation purposes?

Site Review
What, if any, is the nexus between the conservation purposes and water?

Order land title report
Request copies of documents in chain of title (to review water provisions).

Order appraisal
Is a separate water appraisal/appraiser needed?

Investigate and document mineral rights, tenancies, and access; 
order mineral remoteness letter—if necessary.

Request mortgage subordination letter—if necessary.

Obtain and review leases, access agreements, from landowner.

Contract Baseline Documentation/Present Conditions Report.
Document water use for conservation purposes/attach relevant water documents.

Review Form 8283
Is a review appraisal necessary that address encumbered water rights?

Sign Form 8283, execute and record conservation easement.
Complete water-specifi c closing actions

Stewardship
Annually review and 
document water use

Prepare management and stewardship plan
(typically a requirement if public funds used).

Include water monitoring; adjust stewardship fee appropriately, if applicable.

Contract for Phase I environmental assessment 
(typically a requirement if public funds used).

Figure 1. The Conservation Easement Process

Water rights due diligence
Investigate ownership and use of water rights.


